Abstract. A curvature operator R is said to possess a normal form relative to some space of curvature operators 9 if R is determined uniquely in 9 by the critical points and critical values of the associated sectional curvature function. It is shown that any curvature operator of Kahler type in real dimension 4 with positive-definite Ricci curvature has a normal form relative to the space of all Kahler operators.
In [2] the author showed that a generic set of curvature operators of Kahler type with positive-definite Ricci tensor in real dimensions 4 and 6 possess normal forms, analogous to the diagonalization of symmetric operators but related to the sectional curvature. This concept arose out of work of Singer and Thorpe [3] ; their normal form for Einstein 4-manifolds simplified greatly many classical integral expressions and showed plainly the relationship between curvature properties and characteristic numbers for these manifolds.
In this note, the author hopes to rectify, in real dimension 4, the major drawbacks of the normal form theorem proven in [2] , which were the implicit nature of the normal form itself and the involved topological methods used in its proof.
The author wishes to express his gratitude to the Departamento de Geometría y Topología, Facultad de Ciencias Matemáticas, Universidad de Valencia, for support provided during the preparation of this note. I am especially grateful to Professors A. M. Naveira and A. Ferrandez for many enlightening discussions during my stay. 4. An application. It is not difficult to apply the general techniques of this analysis, though not necessarily the normal form itself, to establish the classical Hopf conjecture in dimension 4 for Kahler manifolds, that nonnegative curvature implies nonnegative Euler characteristic. Indeed, one need only repeat Milnor's well-known proof in the general dimension 4 case, applied to any one critical point. Alternately, it is straightforward to show that the algebraic properties of operators with positive curvature are quite restricted. Remark. In a forthcoming article, Curvature and Euler characteristic for six-dimensional Kahler manifolds, the author is able to verify this conjecture for six-dimensional Kahler manifolds as well, using techniques developed in [2] .
